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An American Satire
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Satire is a form of art in which an artist pokes fun at some aspect of society.  It’s cultural commentary that makes us laugh at the surface level, but then challenges us to consider a deeper level where the message about our society is far more serious.





The pop-culture phenomenon, The Simpsons, is a satire that has become one of the most popular television series ever, and it reminds us that maybe we do have to have a few brains cells left in order to watch TV.  Yeah, you actually need to think to watch this show!





So, to better understand satire, we’re going to watch some TV.  Here’s what you need to do.  First, join a group & watch one of the Simpson’s episodes provided.  Then, create a 15-minute presentation in which your group helps the rest of the class better understand…





(  The satirical elements in your episode (what they’re making fun of)


Is there a major theme (Our society’s goofy because…)?


Specific characters & plot events used to convey this? 


Any “quick hits” that don’t relate to theme, but thrown in?





(  The many allusions that are subtly placed in many episodes.  Often Matt Groening challenges		 his audience by putting literary or other references in dialogue, on signs, or other places.		 Have fun trying to find them, and share them with us.





NOTE:  Feel free to refer to the web sites & other references provided





Your presentation should include…





(  An airing of the episode (approximately 20 minutes)


(  An oral presentation with a visual aid for your audience, explaining the above elements (:15)


(  A typed analysis of the above elements turned in to me























